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KS4 Class 
This week, students in Key 

Stage 4 have taken part in 

various activities to help 

progress their learning, social 

interaction and health and 

fitness development. Students 

have enjoyed offsite activities to 

the local supermarket where 

they could enhance on their 

social and independent skills. 

Students were able to choose 

items from the shop, evaluate 

the costings and use the self-

checkout to purchase the items. 

The students really enjoyed the 

independence and behaved 

really well offsite in a public 

space. 

Students from Key stage 4 have 

also enjoyed taking part in sports 

lessons to aid their Occupational 

Therapy and sensory needs. This 

week, students took part in a game 

of dodgeball. The main focus of 

this lesson was to work as a team 

through interaction and 

communication. The students were 

able to develop their hand eye 

coordination and mobility skills. 

With dodgeball being a fast paced 

activity, it also allowed for 

development with fitness levels as 

the student's heart rates were 

raised throughout. Students 

thoroughly enjoyed this lesson, 

especially being able to throw the 

dodgeballs at their teachers!! 

Some students in Key Stage 4 have 

been able to engage in card and 

board game activities this week. 

This gives students an opportunity 

to develop their interaction and 

turn taking skills. This week, the 

students enjoyed a few games of 

monopoly deal. Students are 

improving on their behaviours 

during these games and are able to 

understand the concept of winning 

and losing. 



 

 

  

  

   

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC 

DEPARTMENT 

This term we are mostly preparing 

for the Christmas show. It will 

feature a lot of singing, a lot of 

dancing, some DJing, festive stalls, 

and amazing decorations all 

created by the students at 

Headstart School! 

 

The Link students have been really 

getting into the festive spirit, I 

won’t reveal the song choices yet 

but you are in for a treat! They are 

even preparing a special signed 

song for those that are hard of 

hearing! 

 

KS4 have really come together as a 

group and are really looking 

forward to performing together 

and as soloist. We will have some 

singing, some instrumental 

performances, and some cross 

class performances! 

 

Post 16 have been working 

towards their BTEC performance 

unit. They have been practicing 

their rhythmic, melodic, and 

harmonic skills. As well as 

practicing for the Christmas show. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social 

Media Site 

- Omegle 

Please take a minute to read the parent guide about Omegle.  Omegle is a website 

specifically designed to allow users to talk to strangers.  It works by randomly 

matching users to talk one-to-one by either text or video.  It is free and 

anonymous to use, with no account registration or age verification. 

Many concerns have been raised about the safety and use of Omegle by young 

people. Please talk to your children about what they are accessing and be aware 

that they may be attempting to access this site. 

Maria (DSL and Deputy Headteacher) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

7th November 2022  

 

Headstart School 

celebrated World Science 

day, the day was filled 

with lots of fun 

experiments and activities 

for our learners. Students 

across both sites enjoyed 

their visit from “ Dr 

Frankenslime” where  

there were plenty of 

spooky chemical 

reactions in his 

laboratory using gas, 

water and even fire! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please see the separate addition attached explaining more about YouTube 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shoe Box Appeal 2022 This Christmas, at Headstart, we choose to 

support The Passionate About People Shoe 

Box Appeal. 

Christmas Shoe Boxes make a great 

difference to people’s lives. We could either 

make up boxes for the elderly, teenagers or 

children at home or abroad. Items we could 

include were; toiletries, gloves/hats/scarves, 

colouring books, pens, stickers, craft items, 

simple toys and games. Some of our classes 

went to the shops to make thoughtful choices 

of items to go in the boxes. 

Thank you so much to those of you who 

donated money, items or a filled shoe box, it 

was much appreciated! 

Sorting! 

Sorted! 

The Link - Oakfield 

Our students have had a 

busy month making 

cookies, sour dough, and 

fruit salads. They have 

been participating in art 

within the classroom and 

decorating our 

playground. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post 16 

Cooking 

Post 16 have engaged 

brilliantly with their 

cooking this term. We have 

made a range of savoury 

and sweet treats including 

jammy dodgers, chocolate 

chip cookies, macaroni 

cheese and lasagne. The 

students are now experts at 

creating a roux! 
Maths 

The students have been focusing 

on angles, perimeter and area. 

They have practised using a 

protractor, identified the number 

of degrees in a right angle and 

straight line. We began 

measuring perimeter using a 

grid, then progressed onto using 

measurements of mm and cm. 

The students explored the 

relationship between perimeter 

and area, identifying that area is 

the measurement of the inside of 

the shape and perimeter the 

measurement around the outside. 

We measured the perimeter of 

the playground, fields and 

classroom. 

English 

This term, Post 16 have been 

completing application forms, 

concentrating on use of block 

capitals, completing personal 

statements and using the correct 

punctuation in their writing. 

They have participated in 

reading a class text and taken 

part in a discussion about its 

content. The students have also 

completed a practise paper for 

their functional skills reading 

assessment. We have also drafted 

notes for independent creative 

writing. We will be continuing 

this after Christmas. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS3 Class 

Anti-Bullying Week 2022    14th – 18th November 
 

During this year’s Anti-Bullying week, we watched a 

range of short films, listened to stories about 

friendships and created some posters. We had lots of 

interesting and thoughtful discussions about bullying 

and the effects of bullying and talked about who we 

could reach out to if we felt uncomfortable or unsafe. 

REACH OUT was this year’s theme. 

Lots of lovely learning! 

This term the pupils in our class have been 

working very hard with their learning in all 

subjects. 

They have shown good listening skills 

(especially to the texts in English), participated 

enthusiastically in the activities, practised 

reading and handwriting regularly and 

persevered if they have found something 

difficult (looking for patterns and using 

strategies for 6 and 9 times tables). Also, they 

have worked brilliantly together, sharing the 

work and helping each other out. 

Halloween 

social 

games! 

Paired English work, based 

on the Fable The Boy Who 

Cried Wolf. 

Science; 

investigating friction 

and magnetism. 

In music, they have all learnt 

and practised simple tunes 

(linked to our topic Around the 

World), with their right hand, 

progressing to using their left 

hand too. 



                                  
                                       

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 News From The Farm 

The children and staff have 

enjoyed spending lots of time 

with the animals at both sites 

and were very excited to meet 

the new baby rabbit arrivals. 

Our ducks at Crouch Farm 

have particularly enjoyed our 

recent very wet weather 

creating lots of muddy puddles 

and Dinky the pony has been 

very happy with his smart new 

rugs to keep him dry. Old and 

new students and staff have 

worked hard helping to groom 

and look after the ponies every 

day. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Link - Crouch 

The Link group have been 

working hard this term across 

a variety of different subjects 

and topics. We have been 

going swimming weekly and 

the children have really 

enjoyed improving their 

swimming skills. As it has been 

getting colder, we have been 

looking at some Land Based 

theory and learning about 

older/younger animals. In the 

build up to Christmas, we 

have been learning maths with 

a Christmas theme as well as 

sharing Christmas stories. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

With Christmas fast approaching, it is the perfect time to reflect on 

another action-packed term. 

 

Students have engaged incredibly well in all lessons this term, and the 

hard work is paying off with some excellent progress made. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has been working hard in the build-up to 

the Christmas Show, and I look forward to seeing those students in 

action who are signing and dancing.  

 

The students have engaged in all the extracurricular activities this 

term, starting with the Science specialist 'Dr Frankenslime', who 

wowed the students with his humour, tricky and expert knowledge. The 

Shoe Box appeal was as well supported as ever and will be appreciated 

by the 'Passionate about people shoe box appeal'. Students have been 

highly active at Landbased, in Cooking and Forest School. These 

sessions allow the students to experience a wide range of activities and 

develop many soft skills that one may not acquire traditionally through 

regular classroom teaching. These skills go under the radar and are 

vital to students' academic and social success. 

 

Please read the information on online safety in this Newsletter. This 

topic will remain in our students' lives forever, and we need to be 

aware of the positives and negatives of engaging in online activities. 

There are new and old apps and programs that come to light and fade 

away in a fast-paced landscape, but we need to be vigilant and educate 

our students on the dangers of online safety and how to keep 

themselves safe. 

 

If I do not see you at the Christmas Show, please have a restful and 

Merry Christmas, and I look forward to seeing everyone in the New 

Year. 

 

Scott Fasciolo-Barnes 


